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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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February 13, 2006 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement filed in accordance with 37 CFR 

1.98. 

Attached is a Form PTO/SB/08 identifying each of the three (3) references cited 
in the International Search Report, copy enclosed, issued by the European Patent 
Office on December 6, 2004, in connection with the above-identified International 
application. Copies of the two foreign references are enclosed. It is noted that foreign 
reference WO 0 2/092975 is a counterpart of U.S. Patent Application 2004/0144340, 
which is also identified on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08. 
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The attached Form PTO/SB/08 additionally identifies German reference DE 44 
09 547 and European reference EP 0 744 538 A2, which are discussed on pages 1,2 
and 4 of the present application where their relevancy is explained. Copies of these 
references are enclosed. Note that the cited German reference has as its U.S. 
counterpart U.S. Patent 5,482,010, and that the cited European reference has as its 
U.S. counterpart U.S. Patent 6,422,181 . These are likewise cited on the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08. 

Since all requirements for the filing of Information Disclosure Statements have 
been complied with, it is requested that the Examiner consider all of the identified 
references and indicate such consideration by enclosing a properly initialed copy of 
the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 with the initial Office Action. 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the 
year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as 
indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.1 6 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation 
is attached. 



